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APPEAL 

OF 

THE    BELGIAN    WORKMEN 
IN    BELGIUM 

TO 

THE  WORKMEN  OF  ALL  NATIONS. 


IN  the  name  of  the  international  solidarity 
of  workmen,  the  working  classes  in 
Belgium,  menaced  by  slavery,  deporta- 
tion, and  forced  labour  for  the  enemy,  now 
address  their  supreme  appeal  for  energetic  and 
efficacious  assistance  to  the  working  classes  of 
the  world. 

Wc  do  not  ask  for  words  of  sympathy,  but  for 
deeds. 

You  are  men,  you  will  understand  us. 

Our  position  is  desperate. 

Germany,  as  you  know,  attacked  and  ter- 
rorised Belgium  in  1914,  because  she  defended 
the  rights  of  her  neutrality,  her  oath  and  her 
honour. 

Since  then,  Germany  has  made  Belgium  suffer 
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martyrdom.  She  has  made  Belgium  a  prison  ; 
the  frontier  is  armed  against  the  Belgians  as  if 
it  were  a  battle  front ;  there  are  trenches, 
barbed  wire  with  electric  currents,  machine- 
guns  and  outposts.  All  our  constitutional 
liberties  arc  abolished.  There  is  no  safety  to  be 
found  anywhere  ;  the  lives  of  the  citizens  arc 
ruled  by  a  most  arbitrary  policy,  without  limit 
and  without  pity. 

These  acts  have  been  committed  against 
])crsons;  the  following  will  show  you  those  that 
have  been  committed  against  the  property  of  the 
country. 

Germany  has  condemned  her  victim  to  pay  an 
immense  war  levy  which  already  amounts  to 
more  than  a  thousand  million  francs  (40  millions 
sterling),  and  which  is  augmenting  at  the  rate 
of  50  million  francs  a  month  (2  millions  sterling). 
She  has  carried  off  and  transported  into  Ger- 
many, by  pillage,  confiscation,  requisition  and 
forced  sales,  food-stuffs  and  merchandise,  con- 
sisting of  both  agricultural  and  industrial 
produce,  to  the  value  of  more  than  5,000  million 
francs  (200  million  pounds  sterling).  At  the 
same  time  she  has  seized  and  sent  into  Germany 
the  greater  part  of  the  raw  products  in  our 
factories,  the  machinery  and  all  accessories  ;  she 
has  thus  stopped   our  industry  and  caused  an 
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almost  general  and  enjorced  stale  oj  idleness  oj  the 
zvorking  classes. 

For  nearly  two  years  the  Germans  have  kept 
.up  this  "  plague  of  idleness,"  up  till  the  present 
day — October,  1916 — when  Germany,  lacking 
labour,  has  drawn  on  Belgium  for  the  working 
power  of  which  she  has  such  pressing  need. 

WORKMEN. 

Yes,  the  Germans  have  caused  the  enforced 
idleness  in  Belgium  and  have  maintained  it  for 
their  own  profit  by  refusing  to  allow  England, 
who  had  agreed  to  send  raw  material  into  the 
country,  the  proper  diplomatic  control  to 
prevent  the  products  being  seized  by  Germany ; 
by  preventing  by  terrible  edicts  the  Belgian 
Communal  Councils,  the  Belgian  Workmen's 
associations  and  Belgian  authorities  from  giving 
work  to  the  men  in  need  of  it,  from  attending 
to  their  professional  education,  or  from  cm- 
ploying  them  in  works  of  public  utility.  In  this 
way  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  WORK- 
MEN HAVE  BEEN  THROWN  OUT  OF 
WORK  AND  KEPT  IN  A  STATE  OF  EN- 
FORCED IDLENESS. 

Contrary  to  the  rumour  which  the  Germans 
circulated  abroad,  these  out-of-work  men  and 
their  families  are  not  living  at  the  expense  of 
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public  budgets  or  on  public  charity.  Tlicy  have 
oi'tcn  been  and  are  still  aided,  in  all  dignity  and 
fraternit}^,  by  a  private  fund,  exclusively  Belgian, 
which  has  never  complained  of  its  heavy  duties 
or  of  its  rcsponsibilit3^  The  solidarity  of  all 
Belgian  social  classes  allows  of  the  existence  of 
this  magnificent  fund,  which  is  without  precedent 
in  the  history  of  social  co-operation. 

WORKMEN. 

They  say  to  the  five  hundred  thousand  in- 
voluntary idlers,  whom  they  themselves  have 
forced   into  that  position  and  kept  there  : 

EITHER    YOU   MUST   SIGN   A   CONTRACT 

FOR  WORK  IN  GERMANY  OR  YOU  WILL 

BE  TAKEN    AS  SLAVES. 

In  cither  case  it  is  exile,  deportation  and 
forced  labour  in  the  enemy's  interest  and 
against  their  own  country ;  terrible  punish- 
ments— the  cruellest  that  have  ever  been  in 
flicted  to  punish  crime — are  carried  out.  And 
Avhat  are  these  "  crimes  "  ? 

INVOLUNTARY  IDLENESS  WHICH  THE 
TYRANT  HAS  HIMSELF  ENFORCED  AND 
MAINTAINED. 

And  as,  in  spite  of  the  most  odious  pressure, 
the  Germans   cannot   obtain  signatures — which 
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Ihcv  dare  to  designate  as  vohinlary  in  tlieir 
ofTicial  communiques  to  neutral  countries — they 
seize  our  workmen  by  force,  your  brothers  and 
ours  ;  the}'  arrest  them  by  thousands  every  day, 
they  tear  them  away  from  their  wives  and  their 
children ;  surrounded  by  bayonets,  they  drag 
them  to  cattle  trucks,  and  in  these  they  take 
them  aMay  to  the  front  and  to  Germany. 

On  the  Western  Front  they  force  them,  by 
the  most  brutal  means,  to  dig  trenches,  construct 
military  aviation  grounds,  make  strategical 
roads,  and  fortify  the  German  lines.  And  when 
their  victims,  in  spite  of  all,  refuse  to  work  on 
these  defences,  according  to  their  rights  laid 
down  in  International  Law,  they  starve  them, 
they  ill-treat  them,  they  beat  them,  they  cause 
them  to  contract  illnesses,  they  wound  them, 
sometimes  they  even  kill  them. 

In  Germany  they  are  taken  forcibly  to  the 
mines,  quarries  and  lime  kilns,  whatever  their 
age,  profession  or  trade  may  be.  They  arc 
deported  pell-mell,  young  men  of  17  and  old 
men  of  60  and  more.  Is  not  this  ancient  slavery 
in  all  its  horror  ?     There  arc  already 

lAIORE     THAN     FIFTY     THOUSAND 
WORKMEN, 

zvheiher    out    of    work    or    not,    who    liave    been 
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deported  as  convicts  or  slaves.  Every  day  they 
make  a  clean  sweep  of  a  fresh  district  ;  for- 
midable weapons  are  set  up — machine  guns — 
and  innumerable  soldiers  are  called  out,  and  all 
these  military  measures  are  taken  against  these 
poor  unarmed  people,  who  are  terrorised  though 
conscious  of  their  violated  rights. 

WORKMEN. 

Do  not  forget  that  the  soldiers  who  are  the 
executioners  of  our  Belgian  worknicn  arc  German 
workmen,  and  in  this  way  five  hundred 
thousand— VYMRA.YS  EIGHT  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND — men  Avill  be  deported  if  you* do 
not  do  something  to  hinder  it  ! 

After  the  men,  the  women  will  doubtless  be 
taken.     Five  hundi-ed  thousand  more  .  .  . 

THE  WHOLE  OF  THE  WORKING 
CLASSES  IN  BELGIUM  ARE  THREAT- 
ENED WITH  SLAVERY,  STARVATION 
AND  DEATLI. 

Do  you  know,  Brethren,  what  the  Germans 
give  their  victims  as  "  wages  "  ? 

THIRTY  PFENNIGS  (3|d.)  PER  WORKING 
DAY! 

And    the    food.  .  .  .  What    food!  .  .  .  The 
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civil  prisoners  who  return  from  Germany  after 
three  months'  detention  there  have  lost  a  third 
of  their  former  weight  ;  they  are  unrecognisable, 
emaciated  ;  many  of  them  never  recover  their 
health,  they  languish  and  die.  If  this  is  the  lot 
of  the  prisoners  who  do  nothing,  what  will  be  the 
lamentable  lot  of  the  Belgian  deported  workmen 
who  will  be  made  to  bear  the  heaviest  burdens  ? 
In  a  few  months'  time  our  working  population, 
the  pride  of  our  free  country,  will  be  annihilated 
by  forced  labour.  On  the  day  when  peace  is. 
restored,  there  will  be  scarcely  any  Belgian 
workmen  left  who  will  be  capable  of  taking  up 
the  great  w-ork  of  the  economic  reconstruction 
of  what  was  once  prosperous  Belgium,  whose 
only  crime  has  been  to  defend  miflinchingly 
her  rights  as  a  neutral,  her  life  and  her  honour. 

WORKMEN. 

We  have  done  all  we  can  to  avert  this  final 
blow— slavery.  Our  highest  authorities  have 
shown  the  occupying  power  the  great  injustice 
and  the  iniquity  of  these  measures.  The  High 
Court  of  Appeal  in  Belgium  has  asked  Germany 
to  withdraw  her  edicts  which  were  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nature,  to  actual  law,  and  to  inter- 
national law. 
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The  Belgian  Episcopate,  \vith  the  eminent 
Cardinal  Mercier  at  its  head,  has  demanded  the 
withdrawal  of  these  edicts  which  are  contrary  to 
morality  and  to  the  pledges  given — yes,  to  the 
pledges  solemnly  given  in  1914  by  the  first 
Governor-General  of  Belgium,  Field  Marshal  von 
der  Goltz,  who  i3roclaimed  :  "  that  the  young 
men  of  Belgium  would  never  be  sent  into 
Germany,  cUher  lo  he  enrolled  in  ihc  army  or  for 
yurposes  of  joreed  labour." 

It  is  because  they  believed  in  the  pledged 
word  of  the  Emperor's  direct  representative  that 
our  Belgian  workmen  returned  from  Holland 
after  the  siege  of  Antwerp,  and  that  others 
stayed  in  Belgium.  And  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  Germans  are  now  able  to  take  them,  deport 
them,  and  force  them  to  be  slaves.  Brethren  of 
all  counirtes,  Will  you  allozv  this  ? 

Our  political  representatives  have  requested 
them  to  withdraw  these  edicts,  because,  for  a 
Belgian  at  this  time  to  be  working  for  tlic 
Germans  is  for  him  to  be  fighting  against  his 
own  country.  Does  not  every  Belgian  workman 
in  Germany  release  another  German  soldier  for 
the  front  ? 

Our  heads  of  industry  liave  requested  the 
withdrawal  of  these  edicts  because  "  all  economic 
life  in  our  country  will  be  rendered  impossible 
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and  it  will  breathe  its  last."  The  workmen, 
socialists  and  catholics,  men  and  women,  bound  by 
the  same  tho\ight  of  solidarity  and  in  the  same 
anguish  have  asked  for  these  cruel  edicts  to  be 
withdrawn,  because  they  are  contrary  to  riglit — 
to  the  word  of  honour  given — and  contrary  also 
to  civilization,  patriotism  and  the  dignity  of 
the  working  classes. 
ALL  HAS  BEEN  IN  VAIN. 

Germany,  who  has  urgent  need  of  labour,  has 
not  consented  to  Avithdraw  the  application  of 
these  ediets  for  a  day  or  for  an  hour.  The  only 
reply  she  has  made  has  been  to  send  more 
soldiers  and  more  machine-guns. 
THE  BELGIAN  WORKING  CLASSES  NOW 
LOOK  TO  THE  NEUTRAL  POWERS  FOR 
HELP. 

They  ask  whether,  this  time,  they  will  not 
revolt  at  such  a  crime-  against  humanity,  and 
whether  their  conscience  will  not  urge  them  to 
protest  energetically. 

By  allowing  such  an  abominable  crime  to  be 
committed,  do  they  not  associat'e  themselves 
with  it  ?  The  working  classes  in  Belgium  are 
asking  with  anguish  whether  the  neutrals  will 
again  wash  their  hands  after  the  manner  of 
Pontius    Pilate,    under    the    pretext    that    the 
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German  calumnies  are  not  in  accordance  M'ith 
the  cries  of  their  victims. 

Belgium,  the  martyr  for  Right,  does  not  ask 
for  verbal  representations  or  platonic  sympathy. 

She  asks  for  deeds. 

AVill  neutrals  and  the  governing  classes  allow 
this  to  go  on  ?  Will  they  allow  civilization  to  go 
'back  to  the  customs  of  barbarous  times,  when 
the  conquerors  carried  off  the  conquered  popu- 
lation as  slaves  ?  Will  they  allow  the  working 
classes  to  be  annihilated  by  a  civilized  people  ? 
If  others  act  thus,  even  if  the  world  looks  on  once 
more  at  such  a  base  spectacle,  will  YOU  not  at 
least  be  our  friends  and  our  saviours  ? 

WORKMEN. 


We  have  no  doubt  that  our  cause  is  yours.  It 
seems  to  us  that  if  we  do  not  denounce  the 
outrage  which  menaces  us,  you  will  reproach  us 
with  it  one  day,  saying  :  "  You  had  no  right 
to  be  silent  and  to  suffer  your  martyrdom 
without  complaint ;  you  are  the  trustees  of  the 
honour  of  the  conditions  of  the  working  classes. 
If  the  civilized  working  papulation  of  one 
country  is  reduced  to  servitude,  the  working 
classes  of  the  whole  world  are  in  danger.  It  is  a 
terrible  precedent.    Wc  should  not  have  allowed 
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such  an  outrage  to  have  been  committed.  It 
is  from  slaver}'  that  the  modern  Avorking  classes 
have  emerged.  To  slavery  they  cannot  be 
allowed  to  return." 

BRETHREN. 

We  seem  to  hear  the  Avords  announcing  our 
salvation.  You  are  numerous,  you  are  powerful, 
and  you  are  energetic.  You  are  the  sole  persons 
in  the  Avorld  who  can  prevent  the  Avhole  of  the 
working  classes  of  one  civilized  country  from 
falling  into  a  condition  of  slavery.  In  the  depth 
of  our  distress,  we  rely  on  you. 

ACT  ! 

As  for  us — even  if  force  should  succeed  for  a 
moment  in  reducing  our  bodies  to  slavery,  our 
souls  will  never  be  crushed.  We  add  this  : 
"  Whatever  our  tortures  may  be,  Ave  Avill  not  have 
peace  Avithout  the  independence  of  our  country 
and  the  triumph  of  justice." 

Les   Ouvriers  Belges  en  Belgique. 
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